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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10TH MAY 2017 AT 7.30PM AT THE LEIGH PARISH CHURCH
Present:  Cllr. J. Arkell (Chair), Cllr. M. Chandler, Cllr. C. Withers.
In attendance:  K. Tilling (Parish Clerk), Cllr D. Waters (TBC) and 4 members of the public. 
1. Welcome and Apologies: 
Cllr Arkell gave a warm welcome to everyone.

Apologies were noted from the following people: 
K. Annis, Cllr P. Awford, Cllr P. Hooton and Cllr. P. Harvey.

2. Declarations of interest:

none

3. Election of Officers for 2017/2018:

 Officer Role:                                 Proposed by:                      Seconded by:

Chair – John Arkell                         M. Chandler                         C. Withers                      

Vice Chair – Paul Harvey               C. Withers                            M. Chandler

Responsible Finance Officer-

     Keith Annis                                M. Chandler                         C. Withers

Leigh Poor Charities Trustees –

    Mary Chandler                           C. Withers                             J.  Arkell
   John Arkell                                  C. Withers                            M. Chandler
Highways Rep – Phil Hooton         J. Arkell                                C. Withers
It was confirmed that the signatories on the PC Bank Account are John Arkell, Mary Chandler and Keith Annis. No further amendment was needed. Any two of three to sign.
 4. Minutes from the last Annual Parish Meeting:
The minutes from the last Annual Parish Council Meeting on 11th May 2016 were approved. 

Cllr Arkell has received a letter of resignation from Cllr Withers which will take effect in July. The Parish Council will look to find a replacement. The Parish Council expressed its grateful thanks to Colin for all his hard work during his two years on the council. Colin will continue with his work on the Neighbourhood Development Plan and continue to oversee the website.

5. The Annual Governance Statement:

The Annual Governance Statement was publically read through. Councillors were also reminded that the Finance Policy requests that finances are all subject to Parish Council approval.

It was resolved that the AGS be signed as a true record. Proposed by M. Chandler, seconded by C. Withers and signed by J. Arkell.

6. The Financial Statement:
It was resolved that the Financial Statement be signed as a true record. Proposed by M. Chandler, seconded by C. Withers and signed by J. Arkell.

The purchase of a laptop now requires the creation of an asset register. Other Parish Council assets are the notice board and the village pond. A recent incident around the pond prompted questions about ownership of the land.  It was confirmed that the area of the village pond is registered with the Land Registry.  The Parish Council will seek advice should a similar incident happen again. Cllr Withers also suggested that consideration should be given to ideas/suggestions that come out of the NDP process – i.e. money is put aside.
7. Schedule B of the Bank Reconciliation:

It was resolved that the Schedule B of the Bank Reconciliation be signed as a true record. Proposed by C. Withers, seconded by M. Chandler and signed by J. Arkell.
8. G1 Finance Schedule:

It was resolved that as there were no queries raised on the Annual Governance Statement or Financial Statement, so there was no action required to complete  the G1 Finance Schedule.

It was noted that back ground papers relating to items 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the agenda had been circulated to all Parish Councillors prior to the meeting.
Full Parish Council Meeting then followed:

9. Minutes of the last meetings:

The minutes from the last Full Parish Council meeting in February 2017 and the Additional meeting called in April have already been circulated. It was resolved that both sets were approved. Proposed by C. Withers and seconded by M. Chandler.

10. Planning Application updates:

As there were no new planning applications to discuss. There was just a brief update on the various applications still awaiting determination at TBC.

A short briefing paper had been circulated to Parish Councillors before the meeting. Comments arising at the meeting included:

15/0752/FUL – Poultry Units at Leigh Court. Very little change, asked for an update from TBC and awaiting a response.

16/00410/FUL – New dwelling Vine Tree Farm. TBC have reported that a revised planning application is due to be submitted shortly. This will include all currently undertaken and proposed works on site in respect of the replacement dwelling.

16/01270/FUL – Vine Tree Farm – see above.

16/01191/FUL and 16/01192/LBC – Flood defences at Tudor Cottage. Still awaiting a decision. Requested an update from TBC.

16/01281/FUL – field stable at Leigh Court. Permitted with 5 conditions attached.

16/01358/FUL – Stables and store at Stone Cottage. Recent Parish Council response now on the planning portal.
16/01417/FUL – single storey extension to Burnaby. Permitted with 3 conditions.

16/02000/OUT – Elms Parks, new housing estate and associated roads/public buildings etc. A new traffic model has been produced for 2017. Flooding is a big concern for this Parish as several watercourses travel through this site before reaching this Parish.  Concerns about the collective impact of flooding caused by the various large development schemes have been noted at previous Parish Council meetings.

17/00240/OUT – Out line planning for a new dwelling at Stone Cottage. Recent Parish Council response is now on the planning portal. No objection in principle.

17/00317/LBC – Minor layout amendments and repairs to Evington House, a Grade Two Listed Building.

17/00364/FUL – change of use at Leigh Court.  Recent Parish Council response is now on the planning portal.

Fieldview Bungalow – Potential development of this site has been discussed with Parish Councillors as promised following discussions with the owner of this land. Until an application is submitted by the owner a public consultation cannot be called. The Parish Council understands that the existing planning permissions have now lapsed and would need to be applied for again. As these were granted before the NPPF came into being and the Borough Plans have changed any development on the site would be assessed on the current policies. It is suggested that this person would benefit from the Pre-Application advice that is available from the planners at TBC. It is also worth noting that since 31st January 2017, the 5 year housing supply (rolling 5 years) has been reached and as such means that TBC Policy HOU4 should no longer be considered out of date and that new dwellings will be closely looked at to ensure they fit with the development plan.
11. District and County Councillor’s reports.

Cllr Waters gave an update on the refuse collection changes; most people have no problems with the weekly collections. The Borough work continues at pace with county elections looming. A change in leadership on Tuesday when Cllr Waters takes the lead role.

12. To approve the Financial Statement dated 10th May 2017.

Following on from the financial information presented for the Annual Return (see above), Keith Annis has also prepared an updated statement showing the current cash position. Cheques have been issued in the interim and authorisation is requested. The issue of printing costs for the newsletter was raised, as the newsletter is published on the Parish Website and circulated widely via email systems. Proposed by C. Withers and seconded by M. Chandler.

13. Update on Highways Issues.

Cllr Hooton left a brief report. The fallen sign by Evington Hill Farm has been reported. It has already been reinstated. Cllr Withers raised a village concern about a pothole in the middle of the village, often disguised as a puddle. This information will be fed back to Cllr Hooton for further investigation.

14. Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Cllr Withers gave a brief update on the current status of the process. Feedback has been received on the draft questionnaires. GRCC will be asked to facilitate the distribution and collation of information in a similar format to last year. The questions being asked relate to housing and service facilities, with a separate questionnaire for businesses. It is hoped that these will be distributed by the end of June and responses back by end of July, with a view to holding a meeting in September to look at the collated responses.  The next step is to look at applying for a grant which will cover the expenditure for this subsequent process. Most grants have a spending time frame and it was felt that until money to pay for professional services was required it was not prudent to claim grant money and not be able to spend it. Someone will have to be employed to write the main draft of the plan.

15. To approve Full Council Meeting dates for 2017/2018

Draft dates were approved and are as follows:

Wednesday 9th August 2017

Wednesday 8th November 2017

Wednesday 14th February 2018

Wednesday 9th May 2017 (Annual Parish Meeting)

All meetings start at 7.30pm at St Catherine’s Church. Additional meetings to discuss interim planning applications and any urgent Parish Council business are called by giving the required public calling notice
16. Items for a future agenda.

Allotments – history, purpose, clarification of use.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Full Parish Council Meeting will be 9th August 2017, 7.30pm at St Catherine’s, the Leigh.
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